IRLANDA’DA CILGINCA
BIR YOL GEZISI

N

A WILD IRISH ROAD TRIP
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AVRUPA’NIN KIYISINDA BULUNAN iRLANDA’NIN
OKYANUS SULARIYLA DOVULEN, SIDDETLI
RUZGARLARLA SEKILLENEN BATI KIYISI SAF
OLDUGU KADAR VAHSI VE ETKILEYiCi DE.

PERCHED ON THE OUTER EDGE OF EUROPE,
RAVAGED BY THE VAST OCEAN AND SHAPED BY THE
STIRRING GALES, IRELAND’S WEST COAST IS RAW,
PURE, AND DRAMATIC.
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Koylardan sahillere, falezlerden daglara, kdylerden
kasabalara engebeli ve riizgarli topraklar en saf halleriyle
dogaya teslim olmus. Atlantik Okyanusu’nun manzaray!
biiyilli hale getiren is1g1 diinyanin baska hi¢bir yerinde
gbéremeyeceginiz renkler ortaya ¢ikariyor.

iste, diinyanin en nefes kesici yolculuklarindan birinin arka
planinda bu biiyuleyici (yesil ve gri, giimisi ve barudi,
kizil ve leylak) renkler var. Kontlugu’ndaki licra Inishowen
Yarimadasi’ndan giineye dogru 2 bin 500 kilometre
boyunca Cork bdlgesindeki Kinsale sahil kasabasina
uzanan Vahsi Atlantik Yolu diinyanin bilinen en uzun kiyi
rotasi.

2014 yilinda belirlenen bu bastan ¢ikarici rota net bir
sekilde isaretlendirilmis ve ziyaretcilerin rotanin yalnizca
belirli kisimlarini gérebilecegi sekilde 14 kilit deneyime
ayrilmis. Tarih merakllari tarihi kalelerden geleneksel
tarzdaki sazdan kullbelere, terk edilmis manastirlardan
megalit sahalarina kadar uzanan bir yelpazede ¢arpici
eserlerle kendi duraklarini belirleyebilir. Genis ve ¢esitli
vadiler, ¢cetin daglar, canli kir ¢igekleri, tiiyleri birbirine
girmis koyunlar ve nadir kuslar dogaseverleri biiylileyecek
glizellikte. Adrenalin tutkunlari Sligo’da sérf yaptiktan
sonra Mayo’da dag bisikleti slirebilir, Kerry’de kanoya
binebilir. Huzur ve siik(inet arayanlar, hatta dijital bir
detoks yapmak isteyenler gevsemek ve yenilenmek igin

Weaving from inlet to beach, cliff to mountain, village to
town, the rugged, windswept scenery has surrendered
to nature in its purest form. Here the Atlantic light casts
a spell over the landscape, delivering a palette unlike
anywhere else in the world.

It’s these mesmerizing shades of green and grey, silver and
slate, rust and mauve, that form the backdrop to one of

the world’s most breathtaking road trips. Stretching south
for over 2,500 kilometers, from the remote Inishowen
Peninsula in County Donegal towards the seaside town of
Kinsale in County Cork, the Wild Atlantic Way is the world’s
longest defined coastal touring route.

Launched in 2014, the beguiling road trip is well
signposted, and has been cleverly broken up into 14

key experiences, allowing visitors to dip into individual
parts along the route. History buffs can plan their stop-
offs around dramatic landmarks, from historic castles to
traditional thatched cottages, abandoned monasteries to
megalithic sites. Nature lovers will be entranced by the
diverse terrain-sweeping valleys, flinty mountains, vibrant
wildflowers, bedraggled sheep, and rare birds. Adrenaline
junkies can combine surfing in Sligo with mountain biking
in Mayo and kayaking in Kerry. Those who come craving
peace and serenity, and maybe even a digital detox, will
find miles of deserted beaches, remote islands, crystal
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kilometrelerce uzunluktaki el degmemis plajlar, uzak
adalar, kristal berrakliginda géller, saf Atlas Okyanusu
havasi ve ug¢suz bucaksiz ufuk manzaralari bulabilir.
Yeterince zamani olmayan ziyaretgciler yolculuklarina 26
idari bolgenin dokuzundan gegen bu rotanin herhangi
bir yerinden baslayabilir. Galway, yolculuga baslamak
icin harika bir yer, ziyaretg¢ilere a¢ik olan Orta Cag sehri
irlanda kiiltiir ve tarihini tanimak icin canh bir baslangi¢
noktasi. Corrib Nehri kiyisinda, deniz ile gék arasinda kalan
sehrin labirenti andiran sokaklari geleneksel irlanda halk
ezgileri esliginde milkkemmel magazalarla, galerilerle ve
lokantalarla can buluyor.

irlandalilar girisken, sosyal ve misafirperver. Dogustan
“hikaye anlaticisi” ve sarkicilar; miizik ve sarkilar
kimliklerinde 6nemli bir yere sahip. Sehirdeki canli
goOsterilerin heyecanini duyarken dinleyenleri etkisi altina
alan giiclii keman, irlanda fliitii, akordeon ve bodhran (iki
uc¢lu bir tokmakla elde ¢alinan, ke¢i derisinden yapilma
bir davul) ezgilerinin bulasici etkisine tanik olabilirsiniz.
irlanda dilinde “bati” anlamina gelen Aniar’da yemek
yemeden buradan ayrilmayin. Michelin yildizli bu sade
lokanta gergekten ilging tariflerle adada servis edilen en
yaratici ve modern irlanda mutfagi érneklerini sunuyor.

Sehirden ¢ikip kirsal kesimlere gecin ve glineye, Burren’in
tepelerine gidin; burasi o denli farkli ki baska bir gezegene

lakes, the purest Atlantic air, and endless horizons to calm
and restore.

Passing through nine of Ireland’s 26 counties, those short
on time can still enjoy the incredible scenery by starting
their journey midway along the route. Galway makes a
great entry point, the walkable medieval city offering a
lively introduction to the best of Irish culture and history.
Perched on the banks of the river Corrib, between sea

and sky, the city’s labyrinthine streets pulse cool shops,
galleries, restaurants, and the upbeat sounds of traditional
Irish folk music.

The Irish are a gregarious bunch, both sociable and
hospitable. Natural storytellers and singers, music and
song play a central part in our identity. Experience the
buzz of a live trad session while in town and you're likely to
witness the hypnotic effect of the fiddle (violin), tin whistle,
accordion, and bodhran (a handheld goatskin drum played
with a double-headed stick) all played with an intensity
that’s infectious. Don’t leave town without dining in Aniar:
meaning west in Irish, this pared-back Michelin-starred
restaurant serves seriously exciting food, and some of the
most imaginative contemporary Irish cooking on the island.

Swap the city for the countryside and head south towards
the rolling hills of The Burren, a site so otherworldly you
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geldiginizi diistinebilirsiniz. irlanda’nin belki de en
olaganiistil manzarasi olan bu kire¢ tasi platosu mesafeli
glzelligiyle sizi yolunuzdan alikoyacak. Vahsi, engin ve
Ay zeminine benzeyen bu ekolojik alan yarasalardan
porsuklara, tilkilerden sahinlere farkli komsularini gérmek
isteyen yurlyusclleri, botanikgileri, piknikcileri ve doga
yuriylscilerini kendine ¢ekiyor.

irlanda’nin misafirperverligini gérmek icin yakindaki
Gregans Castle’da kalmak akillica bir hareket olacaktir.
Gizel kir evi oteli tarz sahibi i¢ dekorasyonu ve gergcek
anlamda lezzetli yemeklerde son derece basarili olusuyla
dort mevsim ziyaret edilebilecek bir mekan. Ertesi giin,

dogruca irlanda’nin en inlii dogal cazibe merkezi, UNESCO

Diinya Mirasi olan Moher Falezleri’ne gidebilirsiniz. Atlas
Okyanusu’nun muazzam dalgalarina karsi yikselen 8
kilometrelik bu etkileyici falezler biiyilik bir deniz kusu
popililasyonuna sahip ve en yiliksek noktasi 214 metreyi
buluyor. Tepeden baktiginizda manzaranin etkileyici
oldugunu dislinilyorsaniz bir de tekne gezisine ¢ikip bu
denizin tiim glzelliklerini gérmeyi deneyin. Bayukliagu ve
uyandirdigi dramatik etki nefesinizi kesecek.
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may think you have landed on another planet. Arguably
Ireland’s most extraordinary landscape, the ancient
limestone plateau will stop you in yours tracks with

its remote beauty. Wild, vast, and lunar-like, this rich
ecological terrain draws walkers, botanists, picnickers,
and hikers who love sharing the space with the eclectic
neighbors, ranging from bats to badgers and foxes to
falcons.

For a taste of warm Irish hospitality, overnighting at
nearby Gregan’s Castle is a smart move. The beautiful
country house hotel majors in creature comforts, stylish
interiors, and seriously delicious cooking, and makes a
cozy hideaway in all seasons. Next day, you’'ll likely make
a beeline for Ireland’s most famous natural attraction, the
UNESCO World Heritage Cliffs of Moher. An impressive 8
kilometers long, and towering over the Atlantic’s mighty
waves, the cliffs attract a huge seabird population, while
reaching 214 meters at their highest point. If you think the
view is impressive from the top, try heading out on a boat
trip and viewing these beauties from the sea. The scale and
drama will take your breath away.
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Atlas Okyanusu’nun dalgalarina ger¢cekten meydan okumak
istiyorsaniz irlanda’nin bati yakasindaki sérf okullarindan
birine gidebilirsiniz. Donegal, Sligo ve Clare, kiyilarina
vuran efsanevi okyanus dalgalarini kovalayan uluslararasi
profesyonel sorfciileri kendilerine ¢ekiyor. Kliglik ve canli
sorf kasabasi Lahinch, Moher Falezleri’ne birka¢ dakikalik
mesafede ve s6rf tahtasi kiralamak veya ders almak icin
mikemmel bir adres. Rahat ve samimi havasiyla mola
verip sorfciileri izlemek ve karninizi irlandahlarin gézde
geleneksel yemegdi balik ve patates kizartmasiyla tika basa
doldurmak igin giizel bir yer. Bolca tuz ve sirke eklenip
kahverengi kagida sarili olarak servis edilen bu yemegin en
makbulili acik havada yeneni.

Sehir kultarina kesfetmek icin vaktiniz varsa Orta
Cag’dan kalma mahallesi ve stk Georgian tarzi evleriyle
Limerick City’ye giden rotayi izleyebilirsiniz. Kiyiya hakim
Normandiya tarzi etkileyici bir kale olan Kral John Kalesi’ni
goérmeyi de ihmal etmeyin. Ziyaretgileri bélgenin tarihi
hakkinda 800 yillik aydinlatici bir yolculuga cikaran kalede
gorsel ve etkilesimli sergilere katilirken kale hayatinin ve
Orta Cag savaslarinin tadini ¢ikarabilirsiniz.

Sehri es gecip zamaninizi kirsal bélgelerde gecirmek
istiyorsaniz Killimer’den feribota atlayip 20 dakikalik
mesafede bulunan Shannon Nehri’ne gidin. Burada, tablo
gibi manzaralari ve irlanda’nin bazi en giizel gél ve en
yiksek daglariyla Kerry sizi bekliyor.

Adalari, sonsuz kumsallari ve falezlerindeki heyecan verici
yurulylslerle Dingle Yarimadasi seyahatinizin kagirilmamasi
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Should you fancy tackling the Atlantic waves for real,
make for one of Ireland’s west coast surf schools. Counties
Donegal, Sligo, and Clare all attract international pro
surfers, drawn to the epic Atlantic barrels that break
against our shore. The vibrant little surf town of Lahinch

is minutes from the Cliffs of Moher, and a perfect spot to
hire a board or take lessons. Friendly and chilled out, it’s

a pretty place to park up, watch the surfers, and tuck into
the traditional Irish favorite of fish and chips. Liberally laced
with salt and vinegar, and wrapped up in brown paper, it
always taste best al fresco.

If you feel it’s time for more urban culture, take the route
towards Limerick City, with its medieval heart and smart
Georgian townhouses. Make time for King John’s Castle,
the impressive Norman fort that dominates the shoreline.
Offering visitors an enlightening romp through 800 years
of local history, you can enjoy cutting-edge visuals and
interactive displays, while getting to grips with castle life
and medieval warfare.

If, however, you fancy staying rural and skipping the city,
simply hop on the local ferry in Killimer which will whisk
you across the Shannon estuary in twenty minutes. Here,
before you, lies Kerry, a wild and pure county synonymous
with cinematic scenery and some of Ireland’s most
beautiful lakes and highest mountains.

Off-grid islands, endless sandy beaches, and thrilling cliff
walks make Dingle Peninsula an unmissable part of your
road trip. From lively Dingle town, with its resident dolphin,



gereken bir parcgasi. Bir yunus olan sakini Fungie ve canli
Dingle kasabasindan, kisa slire énce Yildiz Savaslari filmine
sahne olan kayalik adaciklardan olusan ¢arpici Skelligs’e
kadar Kerry; ilgi ¢cekici oldugu kadar biiyiileyici de bir

yer. Aracinizin direksiyonunu kic¢ik, gelisen Kenmare
kasabasina kirin; burada lilkenin en iyi otellerinden biri olan
Sheen Falls Lodge’da hak ettiginiz uykuyu ¢cekebilirsiniz.
Eski bir av késkii olan bes yildizli liks otel Sheen Nehri
kiyisina kurulmus.

Buranin yemekleri bir hayli 6zel; yolculugunuzun

bu asamasina kadar tiim irlanda’da yiyeceklerdeki
mikemmeliyeti fark etmis olmaniz gerek. Kiyilardan
cikarilan yengec kiskaci, etli deniz kerevitleri ve parlak
istiridyelerle dolu bir adanin halkinin, irlanda’nin deniz
mahsull tabaklari okyanusun coémertligini géstermek icin
glizel bir baslangi¢. Buharda midye, leziz deniz taradi,
parlak renkli uskumru ve geleneksel mayali esmer ekmekle
servis edilen tltslilenmis somon tadabileceginiz pek ¢cok
yeri yol boyunca goreceksiniz.

Olasilik kurallar geregince irlanda’daki tatiliniz esnasinda bir
noktada yagmur yagacaktir. Bu nahos bir durum gibi gelebilir
size, ancak bunun artilarini da g6z ardi etmeyin. Verimli
topraklari sulamasi ve inanilmaz yesillikteki manzaralar
sunmasinin yani sira essiz irlanda kuzu ve sigirlarini besleyen
bu ziimrit rengi otlaklari; ayrica kéy peyniri, tereyadi, taze
krema ve yogurt iceren zengin mandira gelenegdini de bu
yagmurlara borglu. irlanda triinlerini tattiktan ve efsanevi
misafirperverligini hissettikten sonra yagmurlu gecen
glinlinlizh (veya glinlerinizi) unutamayacaksiniz.

Fungie, to the dramatic Skelligs-rocky islets that recently
starred in the Star Wars movies -Kerry’s scenery is as
intriguing as it is magical. Point your car towards Kenmare,
a thriving little town, and you’ll have earned a good night’s
rest in one of the best hotels in the country, Sheen Falls
Lodge. A former hunting lodge, the luxurious five-star hotel
is built along the banks of the Sheen river.

The food here is pretty special, and, at this stage of your
trip, you're likely to have noticed a theme of culinary
excellence across Ireland. An island nation, an Irish seafood
platter makes a brilliant introduction to our ocean bounty,
laden with crab claws, plump langoustines, and glistening
oysters plucked from our shores. Along the way there will
be plenty of opportunity to enjoy pots of steamed mussels
too, delicate scallops, silvery mackerel, and silky smoked
salmon on traditional brown soda bread.

The laws of probability suggest that a holiday in Ireland
will feature rain at some stage too. This may seem like

a bad deal, but first consider the benefits. Aside from
quenching the lush scenery, and giving us an incredibly
green countryside, it’s this emerald grass that produces
our exquisite Irish lamb and beef, as well as our rich diary
tradition of farmhouse cheeses, golden butter, fresh
cream, and yoghurt. Once you’ve sampled our wares and
legendary hospitality we’re pretty sure you’ll forgive us the
occasional rain shower -or two.
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